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Mission: To advance gender
equity for women and girls
through research, education
and advocacy.

Diversity:

In principle and practice,
AAUW values and seeks a
diverse membership. There
shall be no barriers to full
participation on the basis of
gender, race, creed, age, sexual
orientation, national origin,
disability, or class.

Vision Statement:

Equity for all

L

GRADUATE GAZETTE

AAUW Tyler/Texas
P. O. Box 7171, Tyler TX 75711
www.tyler-tx.aauw.net

President’s Message Jeanne Blythe

WELCOME! BIENVENUE! WELKOM! No
matter the language, we are so glad to greet
you for the 2025-2026 AAUW Tyler new year. |
am excited to see you all again soon.

As usual, this year we have lined up for
you some great programs that all underscore
AAUW'’s public policy principles

The 2025-2026 branch
year also will be a year of
CHANGE in some ways. In
the words of Taylor Swift,
“This is a new year. A new
beginning. And things will
change.”

and priorities and reflect inter- We need vn“' our In order to streamline some of our
ests expressed by our members. memI!ers, to take procedures due to a smaller number

You’ve already received in- an active role .. so of members available to volunteer
formation for the first program that we can be the for our projects and fundraisers we
on “The State of Higher Educa- hest ll!'allcll are making some changes this year.
tion” on September 3. Invite your possihle!

) Some of these changes are as fol-
friends or co-workers to attend |
ows:

with you so they can learn about AAUW and
make new friends in the process.

As you know, our largest local project is
providing scholarships to local graduates of
Smith County. We awarded $16,000 in scholar-
ships in April 2025! | think that was a record for
our branch. Don’t forget we have a scholarship
available for a branch member with three
years of membership that can be used to con-
tinue her education whether it’s for a certifica-
tion, Leadership Tyler, or some other accepta-
ble educational usage.

Our largest fundraiser for these scholar-
ships, Games Day, is coming up on October
22" It’s aways such a fun time! There’s the
game playing itself—whether it’s mah jongg,
bridge, or some other game—plus a delicious
lunch, silent auction, and best of all fellowship
with friends.

® This year you will sign up for volunteer op-
portunities and special interest groups at the
September program so be sure to come! See
more about interest groups on pages 5-7.

® The membership directory will be sent in
PDF format rather than a printed program.

® |ast April the board voted to discontinue
work with the STEM Like a Girl project, How-
ever we still will be working on Academic
Rodeo and Great Decisions.

Please embrace these changes as we strive
to keep our local AAUW branch a viable entity
in order to continue providing educational
scholarships to young women.

We need YOU, our members, to take an
active role in future branch leadership, attend
our programs, and assist with our fundraisers
so that we can be the best branch possible!

Jearwne

Year Kickoff Set for Wednesday, September 3 at The Foundry

Mark your calendar for an extraordinary

program to kick off our AAUW year, with
Sharon Kyser speaking on “The State of

You also can mark
your calendar for other
upcoming informational

Higher Education.” Read about it on page 2 programs planned for

of this newsletter.

the next fiscal year.




Sharon Kyser on the State of Higher Education—Mary Lynn Smith, Program VP

Kicking the year off with a bang
on September 3 at 6:30 at The
Foundry is “The State of Higher
Education” with Sharon Kyser, TJC
Professor of History. She is a fan
favorite at the Great Decisions
lecture series because of her skill
at explaining complicated topics in entertaining
and relatable ways. Expect a good slide show too!

Games Day is quickly approaching, set for Wednesday,
October 22nd, from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. at Hollytree
Country Club. As in previous years, we will have a silent
auction with quite the variety of fabulous items,
including Mah Jongg accessories—including some
by Oh Mah Jongg—cookies and pies, pampering
services, food and drink gift cards, jewelry, art-
work and many other novelties. Along with Mah
Jongg, we would love to welcome players of
bridge or any other game — come join the fun!

Save-the-Date cards have been mailed out, and invita-
tions with registration forms will be sent in September.

If you have any friends who would like to join us who
may not already be on the mailing list, Please contact
Jeanne Henderson at address in AAUW Tyler directory.

Also, if you are unable to play, please consider coming
to the wonderful lunch we are having this year and shop-
ping the silent auction! Registration is $45; lunch only is
$30.

Topics were chosen this year to un-
derscore AAUW'’s public policy
principles and priorities and to
reflect interests expressed by
members.

In the works for November
5 at 6:30 is a program investi-
gating how the high cost of child
care creates barriers for working
moms as well as women trying
to complete their education.

Professor Kyser will cover topics such as

Diverse opinions are welcome
and needed at this event to
increase our understanding of
the ban, its legal ramifications,
and resulting impacts on

challenges today’s students face, new legislation Shal'lm Kvser
affecting colleges, and the changing de- The s‘?te of
mographics of higher education. ngl_lel'

We will meet in the Foundry’s first floor Lis- Education
tening Room. Coffee and light dessert will be sememner 3
served. Park across the street in the city garage 6:30 pm
or pull up for drop off on EIm St. Please bring a The Foundry
friend or two with you as this event also will Coffee House
showcase plans and projects for the entire year. 202 S. Broadway

Games Day Set for October 22—Jeanelle Maland, Co-Chair

Games Day is AAUW’s major fund-
raiser — we would love everyone to come
and help support our local scholarships

~and educational projects. Also, please

start contacting friends
and business associates for
items to donate to the si-
lent auction — remember,

~

th. |d
anything you wou Wednesday

bid on would probably be a
great item! Finally, sponsorships October 22
are available, and a great way to 10 am—3 pm

support this event, either from
members or businesses!
Thanks for your help,

Hollytree Country Club
6700 Hollytree Drive

Jeanne Henderson, Registration: $45
Chair Lunch only: $30
Deadline October 19

Exciting Upcoming Programs for 2025-2026—Mary Lynn Smith, Program VP

share the ups and downs of her job.
Join us March 4 at 6:30 to

) . : Mark Your Galendar
view and discuss a nonpartisan Sites TBD
video created by Texas Impact,

a group working for justice, ch"d care l}osls and
about the Texas abortion ban. Wan(ing Moms

Day in the Life of a High
School Counselor

January 7, 6:30 pm

healthcare for women in our state.
AAUW members are known for their

Plans are to meet on site at a local child-
care center.

Wonder what happens during “A Day curiosity and concern. Bring both to ) Texas nho"'““ Ban
in the Life of a High School Counselor”?  these programs and we will learn togeth- Video Created hy Texas Impact
Come out on January 7 at 6:30 to hear  er. March 4, 6:30 pm

Tracy Steele of Chapel Hill High School










2025-2026 AAUW Interest Groups

nterest groups form the heart of AAUW, where lasting friendships are built and nurtured. Choose groups that suit your
schedule and match your favorite pasttimes. Non-members are invited to participate in branch interest groups. Those who
are eligible for membership may attend twice before joining the branch. Those who are not eligible for membership may
attend indefinitely by paying branch dues. For contact info see AAUW Tyler directory or final page of newsletter.

Interest Group Chair Meeting Time
Game Players Mary Lynn Smith 4th Tues 6:30 dinner 7pm games
Culture Club Sheila Austin Varies

Daytime Book Group

Suzanne Thomas 4™ Wednesday, 1:00 pm

Evening Book Group

Sue Lander 3" Thursday, 7:00pm

LOTE “Ladies of the Evening”

Jeanelle Maland 2nd Wednesday, 6:00 pm

Mah Jongg

Jeanelle Maland 4th Sunday, 1:00 pm

Crafts Group

Kristi C. Roberts 4th Wednesday, 6:00 pm

New Member Welcome Group

Marilyn Covey Varies

JOIN A BOOK INTEREST GROUP—DAY OR EVENING

Listed here are titles of the hooks the two AAUW Book Interest Groups have selected to read during FY 2026

DAYTIME BOOK GROUP—4th Wed 1:00 pm at La Madeleine
Title Author Date Title
August 27 Woman of No Importance Sonia Purnell August 21 James
September 24 Tom Lake Anne Patchett September 18 Solito
October 22 Diamond Eye Kate Quinn October16 Banned Books
November 19 Second Mrs. Astor Shana Abe November20 The Berry Pickers
December 17 Holiday Luncheon Il Palms, Old Jville Decemberl8 Whale Fall
January 28 Be Ready When the Luck Happens Ina Garten January 15  All the Colors of the Dark
February 25 Frozen River Ariel Lawhon February 19 Bluebird, Bluebird
March 25 Wild Swans Jung Chang March 19 The Medicine Woman of
April 22 Book Selection FY 2026 & Luncheon TBD Galveston
May 27 American Dirt Jeanine Cummins April 16 The Frozen River
June 24 My Own Country Abraham May 21  An Unfinished Love Story
Vergese June 18 Beautiful Ruins
July 16 The Lost Bookshop
August 20 Foreign Affairs

EVENING BOOK GROUP—3RD Thurs 7 pm, location varies

Author

Percival Everett
Javier Zamora

D. K. Publishing
Amanda Peters
Elizabeth O’Connor
Chris Whitaker
Attica Locke

Amanda Skenandore

Ariel Lawhon
Doris Kearns
Jess Walter
Evie Woods

Alison Lurie

JOIN LOTE FoR FUN DINING WITH FRIENDS

AAUW year! Since we skipped the
summer months of June and July, we
need ten restaurants for the list. Please
submit your suggestions (old favorites,
new places, and anything in between) to

LOTE LOTE, “Ladies of the Evening,”
2nd Interest Group is a group of
WEDNESDAY members having a casual
6:00 pm evening mea! once each
$ee you there! month at a different local
restaurant.

Meetings are the second Wednesday at 6 pm.
All AAUW members are welcome to join the fun.

It's time to submit suggestions for restaurants
that you would like us to dine at for this coming

Jeanelle by Sunday, August 24th. If you can't
think of ten, submit however many you want.
If you would like to attend and receive
monthly reminders, please contact Jeanelle at

Maland at address in AAUW Tyler directory.




Join the Daytime Book Group — Suzanne Thomas, Chair

The AAUW Daytime Book Club meets the 4™ Wednes- Please consider joining the Day-
day of most months at LaMadeleine at 1:00 p.m. time Book Group for 2025-26.

No one has to clean house or buy cookies for the group See this year’s tantalizing read-
and LaMadeleine’s legendary tomato basil soup is always ing list on page 5.
available. We are thrilled that two new AAUW members
joined us during the last year.

Please come join in our lively discussions. We take a
break in December for a holiday luncheon at a premier res-

Daytime Book Group
4th Wednesday each

month
taurant. In April members select titles for the next year. 1:00 pm
Marilyn Wills is the group’s Co-Chair, so also watch for | LaMadeleine Restaurant
reminders from her email In ARUW Tyler directory. 419 W SW Loop 323, Tyler

~

Evening Book Group — Sue Lander, Chair

Evening Book Group meets at homes of  throughout history.
the group’s members at 7pm the 3rd Thurs- Don’t wait to jump in to this fun group of
day of each month. This year’s titles are listed readers. Get on the list today by contacting

on page 5. The list includes engaging mem-  Sye Lander at in ARUW Tyler directory.
oirs, critically-acclaimed novels, enlightening

non-fiction, and one title that delves into the

hundreds of titles that have been banned Evening Book Groun, 3rd Thursday 7pm

Join the New Crafts Interest Group! — Kristi Roberts,

Join us for a fun and creative
evening on the 4th Wednes-
day 6:00pm at Kristi Rob-
erts’ home.

Crafts Interest
Group

4th Wednesday

ts”ho . each month
Kristi will provide most of 6:00 pm

the supplies, but there may be a need for a few Home of Kristi
small purchases, depending on the project. Roberts
We have art projects planned for holidays, gift giving,

fun, and home décor.

Mah Jongg Interest Group—-Jeanelle Maland, Chair

Mah Jongg

The Mah Jongg Interest Group is Jeanelle Maland Interest
for anyone who enjoys playing the address in AAUW Tyler directory Group
game and for anyone who would like
to learn how to play! We usually Next meeting : August 24 1pm 4th Sunday
meet at Boards and Bites on the 1:00-4:00 pm
fourth Sunday of the month

If you are interested in joining this Boards &

fun interest group, please contact o Bites—1851 Troup Hwy
Games Interest Group—Mary Lynn Smith, Chair
Games Interest Groun The game players meet the 4th We hope to see you there!
4th Tuesday, 7pm Tuesday of the month at Boards and
Boards & Bites Bites at 7:00 p.m. Cost is usually $3.75, Questions: Mary Lynn Smith
1851 T"°_“P Hwy depending on the size of the group. address in AAUW Tyler directory
Next Meeting August 26 Those who wish to eat first can arrive

at 6:30 pm.




MEMBERSHIP NEWS—MARILYN COVEY, MEMBERSHIP VP

Welcome to another great year of update/ that will walk you through the let them know the
interesting programs, opportunities for online payment process if you need help. good work AAUW

service to our community, and the Payments may be made at https:// does in the Tyler
opportunity to develop new friendships my.aauw.org. If you already have an community by
through participation in any of our account, you can log in and follow the providing
interest groups. prompts to renew your membership. If scholarships to local

Membership dues are no longer you do not have an account, click “Log In” graduating seniors
collected at the same time each year, but at the top right corner of the website and and Tyler Junior College graduates who
are based on the date you joined. Dues create an account. are continuing their education elsewhere,
may be paid online or by mailing a check Paying online ensures the national, or by helping with the Academic Rodeo
to the attention of Treasurer Julie Davis at state, and local branch dues get credited  Spelling Bee for area elementary school-
P.O0.Box 7171, Tyler TX 75711-7171. accurately in one step. aged children.

There is a three-minute video Please invite your friends to any of Ma/rﬂyw

at aauw.org/membership/new-systems-  our events or small groups this year and

NEW SYSTEM FOR PAYING DUES ADOPTED BY AAUW NATIONAL ASSOCIATION

Dues for national, state, and local National, $15 Local and $13 Texas).
AAUW organizations are All three New
now renewed on a Your membershipn expires organizations’ dues members
"rﬁlling" basisl,obased on on the last day of the must :e pafid ; who join ata
when a member joins. - together. If pai rogram or
Your membership month you joined online on the national fthegr "open
expires on the last day of a month. website or by check, annual dues are to the public"

You will receive a notice the month  $102. If paid by branch Square, duesare |  ayent are
prior to the month of expiration anda  $105.50 to cover the cost

7 eligible for
second notice after your membership of the square fee. You & 50% off the
has expired. You receive two additional also can mail a check to national dues
notices AFTER expiration for a total of ~ AAUW Tyler, PO Box making total' Julie Dawis
four email notices. Dues for 2025 are 7171, Tyler, TX 75711. due $65. FLVW\C?/OfﬁCer

$102 ($74 National/$18.81 Student

MEMBERSHIP DIRECTORY READY FOR OCTOBER—MELISSA DECARLO

Membership Directory or list for 2025- include your name and information in the next
2026 will be available in October. Please take directory listing.
a look at your listing in the 2024-2025 directo- This year the directory will be delivered to
ry to assure that all your contact information ~ you electronically in PDF format in order to
is correct. If you have not yet paid dues for streamline the process and reduce costs.
2025-2026, please do so soon so that we can Thanks for your help!

New Members Interest Group—Marilyn Covey, Membership VP

New Members A new or revived Interest Group is If you would like to participate in this
Welcome Interest planned for welcoming and involving new  Interest Group as a veteran member,
ﬂl‘ﬂ[“] members as they join. It also will encour-  please let Membership VP Marilyn Covey

age members to bring along a friend who  know at address in AAUW Tyler directo-

GI‘I\IJEI?GI Ml?zlllllwﬁll %::“:W might be interested in joining AAUW. Re-  ry.
eilsil!eclﬂl‘v e member that new members who join at a
Tojoin the teém for meeting are eligible for HALF PRICE na- Welcome new member
welcoming and tional dues, making the total only $65. Ana ﬁreen

- - This Interest Group is vital to the on- . . .

involving new members. - s who joined in May.
going life of our organization and future
successes.




Culture Club Interest Group—Sheila Austin, Chair

Join the Culture Club cuiture Club Interest Group Also, if you hear of some
Interest ﬂl‘ﬂlll]! gives members an oppor- event or activity that the
tunity to enjoy many of Group might want to see or
Contact Sheila Bustin the cultural gifts available hear, please let Sheila know.
address in AAUW Tyler " Tyler and Smith Coun- Members have attended
directory ty. Events are not a fixed date, plays, musicals, art exhibits, con-
or so it is important that certs, and other great events.
903-574-1569 you sign up for the Inter-
To receive notices of  est Group in order to Who knows? Is there a rodeo in
activities find out what’s happen- our future?
ing.

2026 GREAT DECISIONS TOPICS ANNOUNCED—CAROL CUSHMAN, CHAIR

A preliminary list of topics for the 2026 The local sponsors of AAUW, League of
Foreign Policy Association Great Decisions  Women Voters and the Tyler Public Library
Discussion Topics was released recently so  will soon convene a planning committee.
that planning can begin for securing speak- The committee recruits speakers, sets the
ers and discussion leaders for the seriesin  dates, and coordinates with the library and

2026. League of Women Voters on publicity, re-
The list below are the preliminary top-  freshments, and introductions.

ics. In the January newsletter you will see AAUW members who are interested in

details of each, as well as possible dates world affairs and US foreign policy are invit-

and speakers. ed to join in the planning by contacting Car-

ol Cushman, address in AAUW Tyler directory

America & The World: Trump 2.0 Ukraine & the Future of European Security
Foreign Policy & Tariffs: The Future of the World Economy  Multilateral Institutions in a Changing World Order
U.S.-China Relations U.S. Engagement of Africa

Ruptured Alliances & the Risk of Nuclear Proliferation The Future of Democracy & Human Rights in a Divided
World

AAUW Book Sale Set for November 8

The annual used Book Sale fundraiser will be To volunteer for either or both days, email or
November 8 at First Christian Church during their  text Chair Susan Garrison:
Bazaar. address in AAUW Tyler directory
® Set-up is Friday November 7 from 10 am- 2pm If you have used books you wish to donate,

e The sale is Saturday November 8,9 AM—4PM,  You can bring them to the September 3 meeting,
to be in 3 shifts to the Church early on Friday, or you can contact

Susan to arrange for their pickup.

Jewelry Booth to Benefit AAUW Tyler Scholarships

In conjunction with the First Christian Church Bazaar, prior to the sale at various dates and will be a fun
Kristi Roberts will host a booth to sell jewelry retired from activity. As an added perk you can pick things out for your-
her recent Pink Door Boutique. Proceeds will benefit AAUW- self from the thousands of pieces. She also will need volun-

Tyler Scholarships. teers the day of the Bazaar to help run the booth.

Prior to the Bazaar, Kristi needs volunteers to help her To volunteer for either the jewelry selection or a booth
go through the jewelry, price it, and decide which piecesto  shift, email or text Kristi:
put in the bazaar. This will be done at her house the months address in AAUW Tyler directory




Your 2025-2026 Board of Directors are busy making plans and representing you in the community. Contact information and
responsibilities are included in the chart below. Do not hesitate to contact your board if you have a question or want to

2025-2026 Board of Directors

become involved in a specific project or committee.

President*
Program VP*
Membership VP*
Finance Officer*

Secretary/Parliamentarian*®
Past President

Tyler Fund Chair
Scholarships
AAUW Funds Chair
Public Policy

Long Range Plan

Historian

Newsletter

Directory
Webmaster/Social Media

Academic Rodeo

Great Decisions
Book Sale
Games Day

Elected Officers
Jeanne Blythe
Mary Lynn Smith

Marilyn Covey
Julie Davis
Suzanne Thomas
Verle Ellis
Standing
Verle Ellis
Jeanelle Maland
Jeanelle Maland
Jeanne Blythe
Julie Davis
Appointed
Suzanne Thomas
Scherel Carver
Melissa DeCarlo
Melissa DeCarlo
Project Chairs
Marilyn Wills
Marilyn Covey, Co-Chairs
Carol Cushman
Susan Garrison
Jeanne Henderson

*Executive Committee

For Contact Info for
Officers, Board Members,
and Special Interest Chairs,
see final page of
newsletter.

COMING ATTRACTIONS—Calendar of Events & Projects

August
21 Evening Books, 7 pm

24 Mah Jongg, 1 pm
26 Games Group, 7 pm
27 Daytime Books, 1 pm

Crafts Group, 6 pm
September
1 Labor Day

9 Child Care & Working Moms 11 LOTE, 6 pm
8 Book Sale, 9—4

12 LOTE, 6 pm

%

Fehruary —Black History Month

19 Evening Books, 7 pm
22 Mah Jongg, 1 pm

19 Daytime Books, 1 pm 24 Games Group, 7 pm
Crafts Group, 6 pm 25 Daytime Books, 1 pm
20 Evening Books, 7 pm Crafts Group, 6 pm

26 Mah Jongg, 1 pm
3 Sharon Kyser—The State of Higher 27 Thanksgiving
28 Games Group, 7 pm

March — Women's History Month
4 Texas Abortion Ban
11 LOTE, 6 pm

7 AAUW Board of Directors —
Members Welcome

10 LOTE, 6 pm

18 Evening Books, 7 pm

23 Games Group, 7 pm

24 Daytime Books, 1 pm
Crafts Group, 6 pm

28 Mah Jongg, 1 pm

Octoher

8 LOTE, 6 pm

16 Evening Books, 7 pm

22 Games Day 10 am-3 pm

22 Crafts Group, 6 pm

28 Games Group, 7 pm

26 Mah Jongg, 1 pm

29 Daytime Books, 1 pm

Decemher

10 LOTE, 6 pm

17 Daytime Books, 1 pm
Crafts Group, 6 pm

18 Evening Books, 7 pm

25 Christmas Day

January

TBD—Great Decisions 2026

1 Dayinthe Life of a High School

Counselor, 6:30 pm

14 LOTE, 6 pm

15 Evening Books, 7 pm

25 Mah Jongg, 1 pm

27 Games Group, 7 pm

28 Daytime Books, 1 pm
Crafts Group, 6 pm

19 Evening Books, 7 pm

22 Mah Jongg, 1 pm

24 Games Group, 7 pm

25 Daytime Books, 1 pm
Crafts Group, 6 pm

April

5 Easter Sunday

8 LOTE, 6 pm

16 Evening Books, 7 pm

22 Daytime Books, 1 pm FY27 Titles
Crafts Group, 6 pm

26 Mah Jongg, 1 pm

28 Games Group, 7 pm

TBD Scholarship Awards/Business Meeting

May TBD Year-End Bash & Officer Induction






